JOHN   EVELYN
and the vineyard planted" ("pausillipe" is a
reference to the famous subterranean passage of
Posilipo, near Naples), Terraces, crypta, canals, to
which were added niches with busts and fountains,
were highly characteristic of Evelyn's love of garden
ornament, but all at Albury was conceived on a scale
which showed how he could throw his imagination
into the future, seeing trees and hedges as they would
eventually appear, and so allowing for growth in
planning his proportions.
That Evelyn was greatly attracted to Albury is
shown by the fact that he was tempted to buy the
property. In a letter to Edward Thurland, one of the
trustees, he writes of his c 'singular inclination for
Albury in case (as 1 am confident it will) that seat
be exposed to sale I know you are potent and may
do much herein ... 1 suppose the place will invite
many candidates but my money is good."* The
property, however, was bought by Mr, Finch, the
King's solicitor and son of the late Lord Chancellor;
and Evelyn, visiting the gardens once again in 1687,
notes: "I found the garden which I first designed for
the Duke of Norfolk nothing improved."
Descriptions of gardens, like paintings of gardens,
are generally hopelessly inadequate. An indiscri-
minate use of superlatives has no power of producing
atmosphere. In this case, however, we can borrow a
description from a man as different from Evelyn as
any man could be in every respect except in the love,
which he fully shared with him, for nature and for
*Diary and Correspondence, W, Bray, vol. Ill, p, 63,
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